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Hitherto 


By M. Mannington Dexter 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. —1 Samuel 7: 12 


N°% in a dim uncertainty I 
What place have they for Rothe whose 
past is filled 
With witness of the power of God Himself? 
Nay, rather, as I tread a path unknown, 
I’ll rest my soul upon this thing I know, — 
That God, who filled my past with certain 


good, 
Is with me yet. This is enoygh for me. 
w 


Finished Work 


“Finished work” means perfected work. 


_ We speak of a building, a book, a musical 


coinposition, a painting, as a finished piece 
of work—and it is high praise. The ex- 
pression means that the work “has been 
carried through completely, so well that 
nothing .could be added to it. God wants 
the earthly lifetime of every one of his 
children to be such a piece of work. Dr. 
R. V. Bingham, Director of the Sudan 
Interior Mission, in a missionafy address 
at a recent conference held by Columbia 
(S. C.) Bible College, spoke on “The Fin- 
ished .Task” and called attention to the 
joy of finishing the task that God has 
given us to do. The Son of God did this, 
in fullness of perfection that no created 
man can ever equal; and he could say, in 
his high priestly prayer to the Father: “I 
have glorified thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do” (John 17:4). And the next day, on 
the cross, our Lord. said, “It. is finished.” 
But Paul also could say: “I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). So 
the Saviour who glorified the Father by 
finishing his work, and who enabled Paul 
to complete his finished task, is the Christ 
through whom we “can do all things” 


(Phil. 4:13), even to finishing the work 
that God has given us to do. Yet some 
children of God will be called into his 
presence without having finished the work 
he entrusted to them, Which life-story 
shall be ours? 


a” 
Science Accepts the Virgin Birth! 


Belief in God does not await the per- 
mission of science. Yet there are men who 
seem to think it does. Fosdick says the 
virgin birth of Christ is a biological mir- 
acle that the modern mind cannot accept 
—for “the modern mind” is a_ scientific 
mind. Yet every little while some scientist 
announces a discovery which, he naively 
explains, now makes it possible to believe 
some statement or miracle found in the 
Bible. It is nothing new to have virgin 
birth thus “acquitted” and made “believ- 
able” by science. One of the latest instances 
of this was a paper read last year by a 
physician of Philadelphia and published in 
a medical journal. Another physician, of 
New York, had told the American Neurol- 
ogist Association that “a virgin birth is 
biologically possible.” The newspaper re- 
port containea the almost unbelievably 
credulous statement: “Science may now 


almost visualize the time when the repro- 
duction of the human species will be ac- 
complished —or, at least, may be accom- 
plished — exclusively by scientific means, 
The world then will be completely -femin- 
ized,” and man will be “bereft entirely of 
his proud title to fatherhood.” Experi- 
ments with frogs’ eggs are the basis for 
these interesting conclusions! Electrical 
stimulation, ultra-violet light, radium rays, 
and other agencies work ‘the “miracle.” 
Then the learned physician asks this. re- 
vealing and convincing question: “Why 
may not that Master Scientist, that inscrut- 
able, all-pervading and ever-present force 
in nature, which millions call God, have 
projected a ray of light in one of its undis- 
covered forms, or through some biochemi- 
cal process or electrical stimulus activated 
the ovule and its all-inclusive powers for 
generation and reproduction of the human 
species, which, in its perfect form, culmi- 
nated in the birth of Jesus?” The Chris- 
tian can choose between this “explanation” 
and another, which tells us that the angel 
Gabriel said to Mary: “The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall over-shadow thee: therefore 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
as called the Son of God” (Luke 
1:35). 


‘Pray Without Ceasing” 


HE days in which we are living are 

an urgent call to prayer. When we 

read the newspapers, what do we 
see? © Sin, sin, sinm—-in all its hideous 
garb, yet so disguised to the worldlings 
that they do not call.it by its rightful name. 
Sin is no longer sin to the men and women 
of. the world;. it is.a “mistake,” a “mis- 
fortune.” But every mistake and every 
misfortune has its consequence, and we are 
told in the Word of Ged that the conse- 
quence of sin is death, 

Men and women are revelling in sin all 
around us — the terrible breakdown in mor- 
ality, the lack of the sense of shame and 
modesty; the filth of the modern novel; 
the blasphemy uttered in many a so-called 
Christian pulpit; the atheism in many a 
so-called Christian book, to say nothing of 
Modernism,.which is a blatant betrayal of 
Christ. “New Yorkers,” says a journalist, 

“are delighted to refer to their city as sur- 
passing Babylon: Broadway now exceeds 
the most extravagant dreams of its amuse- 
ment caterers as the world’s greatést 
golden harvest field.”. Another journalist 
writes: “Divination is as much a trade in 


London now as it was: in’ Babylon five 
thousand years ago.”. 


Spiritual sin works physical ruin, as D. 


M: Panton recently pointed out, for nations 


as for individuals. This has been proved 


for all time by the burning of Jerusalem,’ 
which our Lord himself asserts (Matt. 22: 
2, 7) was ruined, not by its criminal sta- 
tistics, but by its rejection of himself: so 
also will God send his armies, the heavenly 
cavalry (Rev. 19:14), and will destroy 
those murderers with eternal destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and will 


burn, not their city, but their world. The 
rejection of Christ embraces, increases, and’ 
stereotypes all sin forever, by cutting off 


the only avenue of forgiveness. Truly is 
this an urgent call to prayer to every 
Christian! In the world there is no fear 
of God, no recognition of him. ‘The Léague 
of Nations does not even mention God — 


what a stupendous: fact, what a terrible 


tragedy! The mighty Creator of. the 
worlds not recognized by those he has 
created, utterly ignored, 


When the architect of the London Stock 


Exchange asked the Prince Consort. what 
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he thought of the building, a“ replied : 
“One thing is lacking.” 

“What, sir, is that?” 

“There is no acknowledgment of God,” 
said the noble Prince. Whereupon he was 
asked to design the inscription we see upon 
it today: “The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fulness thereof.” 

Oh, that we had more like-minded noble- 
men today! The ancient motto of the city 
of Glasgow, Scotland, was: “Let Glasgow 
flourish by the preaching of the Word.” 
Where would we find such a motto ‘now? 
Oh, that the nations would ponder the 
words of Jeremiah (18:8): “If that 
nation, against whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the 
evil that I thought to do unto them.” Only 
prayer, the combined prayers of God’s own 
people, can bring a sense of sin upon any 
nation. Let us pray earnestly while yet 
there is time! Prayer. time will soon be 
over, “Never again, for all eternity,” says 
Mr. Panton, “shall‘I be able to stand again 
for a rejected Christ against an entire 
world. Little children, it is the last hour 
—let us give ourselves to prayer.” 

John Wesley reported of his day: “March 
13, 1763. The National Fast was observed 
all over London with great solemnity. 
Surely God is well pleased even with this 
acknowledgment that he governs the world: 
and even the outward humiliation of a 
nation may be rewarded with outward 
blessings. 

“December 13, 1776. The National Fast 
was observed throughout the nation with 
the utmost solemnity. 

“February 27, 1778. The day appointed 
for the National Fast. All shops were shut. 
All was quiet in the streets. The places 
of worship were crowded. No food was 
served up in the King’s house till five 
o'clock in the evening. Is not the 
neglect of this plain duty of fasting, ranked 
by our Lord with almsgiving and prayer, 
one general occasion of deadness among 
Christians? Can anyone willingly neglect it 
and be guiltless?” 

How little modern nations think of Christ 
may be shown, by contrast, from the words 
used by Henry XI in 1185, when the Patri- 
arch of Jerusalem handed him the keys 
of the Holy City. “May our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” said the King, “the King of power, 
be the Defender of his people, and we will 
be his fellow workers to the utmost of our 
power.” By no monarch or ruler or gov- 
ernment in the world today is Christ ever 
named in a state document.. “Be wise, O 
ye kings: 
earth. . . . Kiss the son, lest he be angry 
.- . » for his wrath will soon be kindled. 
Blessed are all they that take refuge in 
him” (Psa. 2: 10). 

“Had I but known before what I. now 
know of the service of prayer,” said a 
dying saint, “I would have given three- 
fourths of my life to intercession.” 


“The sunset burns across the sky; 
Upon the air its warning cry. 

The curfew tolls from tower to tower, 
O children, ’tis the last, last hour.” 


Dr. Bachus, a former President of Ham- 
ilton College, was told that he had only 
half an hour more to live. “If that be 
so,” he said, “take me out of my bed, and 
put me on my knees, and let me spend it 
calling upon God for the salvation of the 
world.” They did as he asked, and he 


be instructed, ye judges of the 
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died praying. Oh, that the people of God 
would realize the urgent need of prayer 
today, that they might pray with all ear- 
nestness so as to move the hand of God, 
as the men and women of old did. The 
prayer that prevails is the prayer that takes 
hold of God, and will not let him go. God 
loves to answer the true prayer of faith. 
“Give me Scotland, or I die,” pleaded John 
Knox. And Mary Stuart said: “I dread 
the prayers of John Knox more than all 
the armies of England.” 

One has written: “Recently I stood upon 
a heath under a sky of glorious blue, and 
a mantle of lightly fallen snow robed the 
heath in white; and an airplane just above 
me glittered as a thing of exquisite beauty. 
The tapering, funnel-shaped body, I noticed 
idly, was covered with a quivering yellow; 
and suddenly I realized that what I was 
watching was a race for life, for the yel- 
low was a sheet of fire. The spectacle 
filled me with horror. The pilot was mak- 
ing with all speed for the airdrome, while 
behind and beneath him was that awful 
—and alas, lovely—devouring yellow, 
turned into a fierce furnace by the very 
rush of his machine. A minute later he 
was planing down rapidly; and a moment 
after he had sunk out of sight behind a 
distant hill, a sudden cloud of black smoke 
rose into the heavens; and he lay —as I 
afterward learned—burnt to a _ cinder.” 
What a picture of a world travailing with 
internal fires! 

“The society of our day,” says Profes- 
sor Sohm, “is like the earth on which we 
live—a thin crust over a great, volcanic, 
seething, revolutionary heart of liquid fire.” 
It is a race for life; and beyond the low 


“fine of eternal hills, “the smoke of their 


torment ascendeth up for ever and ever” 
(Rev. 14: 11). 

In the moment of the Halifax munitions 
explosion, in which ten thousand souls were 
instantly hurled into eternity, a little eight- 
year-old child, named Lola Burns, was on 
her knees by her cot saying her morning 
prayer. The house collapsed, and hours 
later the child was found amidst the wreck- 
age, hemmed in by fallen timbers and sur- 
rounded by broken glass, absolutely un- 
harmed, and on her knees in fervent prayer. 
“Seeing that these things are thus all to 
be dissolved” — the very framework of the 
world breaking up in catastrophic ruin — 
“what manner of persons ought ye to be” 
— like that little white-robed figure on its 
knees, praying through into perfect safety 
—‘looking for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God” (2 Pet. 3:11, R. V., 
marg.). 


When childhood lisps its earliest prayer 
before the Mercy Seat, 

Or snowy grows the golden hair and weary 
grow the feet, 

Untutor’d, Lord, our foolish words forever 

- go astray, 

But Thou wilt guide the willing chords and 

teach us how to pray. 


For Thou the Light of manhood art, and 
stronger than the strong 

To Thee we lift the weehetel heart, and 
pour the grateful song 

Through years of ase love, adored, as 
Life and Truth and Way, 

Creator, Sacrifice, and Lord; oh, teach us 
how to pray. 


When stricken hard with sore disease and 
head and heart are faint, 

Encircle Thou the failing knees, and lift 
the fallen saint, 

When doubts o’erwhelm ‘the drowning 
barque, and mortal fears dismay, 
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Oh, teach us in the chilly dark, Lord, teach , 
us how to pray. 


Until the prayer before the Throne shall 
yield. Thee perfect praise, 

And all our hearts are Thine alone and all 
our work and ways, 

While yet Thy saints in dim eclipse pursue 
their lowly way, 

Lord, touch our hearts and purge our lips, 
and teach us how to pray. 


—D. M. Panton. 


“The earth is flying from under us as 
though we were traveling in an express 
train,” says another. Oh, while there is 
yet time, let us pour out our hearts before 
God for a dying world! Whether in united, 
or in private prayer it matters little, so 
long as we pray, pray, pray. The prom- 
ises are great and generous, and as sure 
as God himself. Let us plead his own 
Word, and God cannot say us nay. It is 
his ewn promise: “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you” (Matt. 
7:7). Ask— seek — knock — here is im- 
portunity! “If two of you shall-agree ... 
it shall be done” (Matt.-18: 19); There- 
fore, let us ask; and asking, ask in faith! 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Was Peter Converted Before 
His Denial? 


Will you mm pe 2 answer in a plain “yes” 
or “no,’ “why”: Was Peter converted 
at the time he denied Christ? If he was, 
will you please explain Luke 22: 32?—A 
Michigan reader, 

Yes, Peter was ennai saved at the 
time he denied Christ. His Lord said, “I 
have. prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not” (Luke 22: 32). This shows that Peter 
had saving faith. Satan desired to have 
Peter to sift him as wheat. That is, when 
the sifting was finished, the chaff would 
be driven away and the wheat remain 
(Luke 22:31). The Lord plainly stated 
that all the disciples were “clean” except 
Judas, and this means that they were re- 
generated (John 13:10, 11; 15:3). An- 
other reason why we know: Peter. was saved 
is because he made his great confession 
of Christ through the revelation of God the 
Father, by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 16: 16, 
17; 1 Cor. 12:3). 

But, it may be asked, did not Peter in 
denying his Lord lose his ‘salvation?. The 
fact that he was heart-broken, and went 
out and wept bitterly, is an indication that 
Peter loved his Lord, and was convicted 
by the Spirit even in the midst of his 
terrible denial. 

But what did the Lord mean when he 
said, “When thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren”? (Luke 22:32.) This verse 
should be translated, “When once thou hast 
turned, strengthen [or, establish] thy 
brethren.” The word “convert” means to 
turn around. When one is saved it is the 
great turning around, and we rightly refer 
to “it as conversion. But Peter’s turning 
from his denial to an established faithful- 
ness to Christ was also a turning, although 
not referring to his salvation. He was to 
establish and strengthen his brethren so 
that they might stand in every time of 
temptation. 
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To Help You with Your Autumn Plans 


Tested and tried methods which may solve some of the problems in your school 
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Two Good Suggestions 
for Superintendents 


By John C. Wolfenden 


N THE Bible school of the Olivet Pres- 
| byterian Church of Prospect Park, Pa., 

a system in the use of the Bible has 
been tried with marked success. For sev- 
eral years Bibles have been given as re- 
wards for merit to the members of the 
Primary Department. We also provide 
Bibles for our scholars in the main school 
who could not otherwise procure them. As 
a-natural result our young people gener- 


ally are provided with Bibles of their own 


and are encouraged to bring them to school 


each Lord’s Day and to use them in the, 


study of the lesson. Our superintendent, 
when about to read the lesson for the day, 
asks for a showing of Bibles, and the 
response makes a fine sight. 

A count is made of the number of 
classes where each member present has 
brought his Bible, and the number of 
classes perfect in this respect usually ranges 
from eighteen to twenty-three out of a total 
number of thirty-two. An individual count 
is not made every Lord’s Day, but occa- 
sionally a check-up of Bibles shows as high 
as eighty-seven per cent, and one day the 
percentage was ninety-three. 

Lesson helps are provided for home 
study, but the teachers and scholars are re- 
quested not to use them during the Bible 
school sessions, Visitors show much inter- 
est when they notice the absence of lesson 
helps and the large number of Bibles in 
evidence. The members of our school have 
learned from practice how to locate quickly 
the passages referred to. We have found, 
too, this practice results in a greater num- 
ber of Bibles in use in our church service 
which follows the Bible school session. We 
can truly say that ours is a Bible sebool. 

Another helpful feature was tried in our 
monthly meetings of our officers and 
teachers. Our superintendent would appoint 
three teachers at one of these meetings to 
prepare a short talk for the next meeting 
on the topic: “How I prepare my lesson, 
what lesson helps do I use, and what is 
my aim in the presentation of the lesson?” 
At the next meeting three others were 
appointed, and this was continued until most 
of the teachers had responded, The dis- 
cussion was finally closed by our pastor. 
Inasmuch as some teachers are more effec- 
tive than others in building up and holding 
the membership of their classes, these 
studies in the manner of the preparation 
of the lesson offered suggestions that were 
helpful to all our teachers. 

For nearly three years past, our teachers 
have been meeting for a twenty-minute 
prayer period just before the time for the 
school session to begin. These few min- 
utes of quietness before God have given 
added encouragement and strength to our 
teachers as they take their places with 
their classes. 


We are grateful to our superintendent, 
A. T. Rickards, for faithfully keeping be- 
fore our school the value of the Bible. 

We are truly grateful to our Lord for 
the way he has led to victory during the 
last few years, and we are confidently look- 
ing for a real revival in our community. 
In the meantime, we see the evidence of 
the Christ life in the multiplied activities 
of our people. 

Norwoop, Pa, 
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Preparing the Lesson 


po dade school teachers and superin- 
tendents will be interested in the fol- 
lowing outline, prepared by Roger Darling 





‘and distributed by the superintendent, Karl 


S. Hazeltine, among the teachers in the 
Sunday school of the First Presbyterian 
Church, San-Jose, Cal. It will be noted 
that it is not simply theoretical, but gives 
many. ‘practical suggestions, and will un- 
doubtedly promote very thorough teaching 
wherever it is followed. 


TuHeE NECESSITY OF PREPARATION 
FOR TEACHING 
I. IntRopUcTION 
A. You are handling an inspired Book 
B. You are dealing with immortal souls 
II. SprritvuaL PREPARATION 
A. Prayer 
1. To become acquainted with the 
Author 
2. To get into the atmosphere of the 
lesson 
B. Pray for 
1. Yourself 
2. For guidance of the Holy Spirit 
a. He knows the Book 
b. He knows the needs of the class 
III. Stupy THE Lesson 


A. Prayerfully 
B. Carefully 
1. Select a theme 
2. Prepare an outline 
3. Compare various versions 
4. Look for important. words and 
phrases 
5. Bi illustrations and anecdotes 
To give light 
b. To create interest 
c. To clinch the lessons 
IV. HeEtps 


A. bg good reference Bible 
. An interlinear or parallel Bible 

x Scofield Bible 
3. The chain reference Bible 

B. Cruden’s Concordance 

C. Bible dictionary — Davis 

D. Commentary — Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown 

E. A good Sunday school paper — The 
Sunday School Times 

V. TeacHiInG THE LESSON 

A. Begin with prayer 

B. Read the lesson 

C. Give the theme 

D. Use practical questions 

E. Conclude with helpful lessons and the 
Golden Text 

F. Ever keeping in mind the object of 
the lesson 
1. The building up ~. the saints 
2. The saving of souls 

VI. te hes 


. Know the lesson 
. Stow it in your heart 
3. Show it in your life 
4. Sow it in your class 





Reminders for Late - Comers 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


E had been having a great deal ‘of 
lateness in our Primary Department, 
This not only cost the tardy child some- 
thing, in that he missed some vital part 
of the opening service, but it also worked 
a hardship on the teachers who were 
obliged to use a considerable part of the 
opening service welcoming late pupils, get- 
ting their wraps off and seating them in 
the circle with as little confusion as pos- 
sible. 
We determined to do something about. 
it: We’ bought some’ white postal cards 
arid copied in one. corner a picture of a! 
clock with the hands just approaching half- 
past nine, The figure nine and the figure 
ten were in red to.draw especial attention 


to the time indicated. 


We got a large old- clock. at a second-’ 
hand’ store. It does not run much, bit 
can be depended on to run for an hour 
when started off right. We painted the: 
figures nine and ten on this clock in red, 
so they would look just like our clock on 
the cards, 

On a Sunday morning we started the big 
clock going at nine-twenty. When it was just 
about time to start we called the attention 
of the children already fere to the figures 
and also to the half-way figure, our start- 
ing time. We told them that when the 
hands pointed exactly to half-past nine 
we would begin and every child there would 
be on time. 

How interested they were in watching 
those hands move! When it was time, the 
pianist struck the chord and we began. 
During the opening period we spoke of the 
clock and how it told time. We showed 
those who came in late when it was time 
to be at Sunday school, and told them 
how sorry we were that they were late 
and something of what they missed. All 
children of from four to seven or eight are 
interested in telling time. 

During the week we sent a card to every 
child who had been late on the previous 
Sunday. The card said, “The big hand 
shows you when it is time for Sunday 
school. You must start at nine fifteen to 
be sure to be on time.” We carefully 
looked up the distance each child must 
walk or drive so we could make the time 
on the card approximately correct for start- 
ing time. 

For several months every time a child 
was late we sent him a card through the 
mail or handed him one at Sunday school 
to take home. This was a tactful reminder 
to parents as well as the child, and soon 
had the desired result. We had very few 
tardies after a few weeks. 


Boutper, Coto. 


CuristIAN YouTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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A Blackboard Talk on Salvation | 
Leading the children to see Christ as their Sin Bearer By George N. Taylor 
Lasts: 

















ARCH this Bible verse in through the 
eye-gate: 





“All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 











March it in through the eye-gate; camp 
it in the camp ground; then when I turn 
the blackboard away march it out. 

Now get ready. First read it together: 
“All we like sheep have gone astray.” 
Hold a minute. 

You know what Johnnie told the teacher? 
She said, “There were twenty sheep in 
the pasture. One sheep jumped over the 
fence. How many were there left?” 

“None,” said Johnnie. 


“Why, Johnnie, twenty sheep in the pas- , 


ture and one jumped — 

“Say, Teacher,” broke in Johnnie, “you 
may know arithmetic, but you don’t know 
sheep.” 

Sure, one sheep jumps over the fence 
and all the rest follow. 

And “all we like sheep have gone astray.” 
We all went over into the land of sin. 
And who was the first man to go astray, 
away from God, over into the land of sin? 

Yes, Adam, the first man. And we all 
went on like a flock of sheep after him. 

The Bible says, “As by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned” (Rom 5:12). So came 
sin and, on the heels of sin, death came 
into the world, 

Now let’s read the verse again and note 
how it begins and ends: 





“All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” 











“All” at both ends. All astray, all went 
wrong. On him, the trespasses — the sins 
— of us all. 

See me pick up this book that happens 
to be lying here. With palms up, I place 
it on my right hand. Now see me pass it 
over to my left hand. It was on my right 
hand. Now it rests on my left hand. 

Just so the Lord did with my sins. He 
took them off me and laid them on Him. 

And who is this one on whom the Lord 
laid my sins? 

Who was he? 

Yes, Christ. The Lord laid on Christ 
the iniquities, the sins of us all. 

Ready now, take a good look. March 
it in the eye-gate; camp it in the camp 
ground, and when I turn the board away, 
march it out. Take your good look— 
march it in— camp it: 


“All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own 


A teacher with a blackboard, a — 
of chalk, and very little knowledge 
of drawing can hold the attention of 
t any group of children. Sunday 
school workers are constantly on the 
lookout for such talks as this excep- 
tionally fine one by Mr. Taylor. Those 
who have little skill at drawing need 
not be deterred by this difficulty, for 
with a little practice they may soon 
learn to make a outline sketch 
of an open book. . Taylor believes 
more attention should | be drawn to the 
texts and the message than to the 
Farge ey is a well — fact 
children’s kee= mn ion sup- 
plies a good deal. y teachers 
and superintendents will on ge Bi sg 
wish to clip these pages for future 
use. Mr. Taylor writes that ~— 

numbers of c have been led 
to Christ through this illlustrated 

Gospel message. 








way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 


March it out! Repeat it! 

Fine. You marched it out in good shape. 
But you must let the verse camp there all 
your life, to be marched out for the good 
of others. For I am rubbing it off the 
board, you see. 

Watch! What is this I now put on the 
board? 





— 








Yes, a book. Some kind of book. 
And the left-hand page I take for our- 
selves. So I write down “Ours.” 











And what did God see written all over 
our page? Remember, we all followed the 
first man, Adam, over into the land of sin. 
We were born into this world with a mind 
that thought out sin; with mouth, hands, 
and feet that did sin; we lived over in 
the land of sin. And so God saw written 
all over our page — what? 

Yes, that’s it. Sin. 

We chalk it down, this way: 











Neéxt—do you know what it is that is 
always tied to sin? You find sin and you 
find that ugly thing. What is it that is 
always tied to sin? 

Somebody finish this verse — “The wages 
of sin is—— 

“Death.” 

Yes, —that’s it. “The wages of sin is 
death.” So we chalk it down, so: 











The two always tied together. You tell 
a lie; you draw down death, Though you 
only ‘think out a lie, it is all the same to 
God. He sees it and counts it as already 
told. And since in his sight you lied, even 
though you did not say it out, you get the 
wages — death: 

You hate anyone, God sees it as mur- 
der. Even though you always meet that 
one with a smile. God sees back of that 
smile your hate. Hate is murder in. God’s 
eyes. You draw down death. You sin; 
you die. They are always tied together, so: 











Now put on -your thinking-cap. How 
many kinds of death? 

Yes, the death of the body, physical 
death. And what other kind? 

Yes, spiritual death And what do we 
mean by spiritual death? Let’s say it this 
way. One instant after you have breathed 
your last breath you are either out in the 
glory with God and the Heaven-family, or 
else you are out in the weeping and the 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Out with 
all the liars, murderers, thieves, unclean 
of all the centuries. Up they come to jeer 
at you and to say that you are one of them 
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forever. You came from the land of the 
open Bible that told you to turn to God, 
and yet you chose sin and eternal death, 
you chose eternal separation from God and 
glory and the Heaven-family. 

Now for the other page. We took the 
first page for ourselves. We give this 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is what God 
saw on his page from all eternity: 
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Here we need the rest of our verse: 
“The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” The Lord laid on him the in- 
iquity, the sins, of my youth. . That’s the 
“S.” So I put the “S” over on Christ 
this way: 
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And he put on Christ the sins of my mid- 
That’s the “I,” so: 


dle age. 








And now the “N,” the sins of my old 
age, if I ever get old. So with the “N” 
it stands: 
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WANT 





We see sin and death tied together. Ali 
my sins were put over on Christ. Did 
Christ take the death, the eternal separation 
from God that must follow sin? 

Did Christ only take over my sins? Or 
did he take the penalty also? Did he take 
the sins, and leave it to me to suffer the 
eternal penalty? 

Now watch me reach my arms out and 
out and gather something to myself. What 
am I doing? Showing you how Christ 
there on the cross reached out and out and 
took in all the woe and shame and anguish 
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and heartache that a sinner would suffer 
in all the eternities away from God. See 
him draw all that to himself and to himself 
and to himself until his heart breaks under 
it all. 

Christ died for our sins. He took the 
second death, the eternal separation, the 
penalty for us in our place, So, with the 
sin he took, I put the death also. He took 
both for us. 














See what I do now. This piece of paper 
that happens to be lying here I pick up. I 
cover Christ’s page and leave our page 
showing, our sin, our death staring at us: 
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If you were to die tonight would you 
want it this way? Would you want to go 
out to face the sins of a lifetime and take 
the eternal death? Or would you want it 
this way —see, I change the paper over 
and cover our page and leave Christ’s page 
uncovered : 
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This is what God commands, that. we 
take Christ as the one who took the sin 
and death for us. 

You take God’s way? Right! You ac- 
cept Christ. From now on you take your 
stand that you are cleared from sin-guilt 
by his death for you. So with sin and 
death gone from our page I rub it out. 
(At this point, rub out words on left-hand 
page, leaving it blank.) 

Next see me write on our page what 
God gives to all who take Christ as dying 
for their sins, Repeat John 3:16 while 
I write —“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” So I write 
in on our page the great gift that God gives 
to all those who take Christ as the Sav- 
iour who. died in their place —the gift of 
“Life Eternal”: © 











When I was a youngster eight years old 
I was told that Christ died for my sins, 
You never saw anyone so quick to take 
him. I saw myself a sinner and lost. There 
was God and the Heaven-family over on 
one side and me over on the other — for- 
ever and forever out alone in the awful 
darkness, away from God who madé me 
for himself, 

Quickly I took him. Next I wanted 
some way to tell God I had. So I took a 
couple of sticks and tacked them together: 
to form a cross. Then I went out and 
drove the cross into the ground and I told 
myself that if this day should be the end 
of the world, and God should come through 
looking for his own saved ones, he would 
see this, my sign that I had taken his 
Christ for mine and that I wanted to be 
counted in. 

Pretty crude? But all these years from 
that day I have had peace with God. For 
half a century now I have lived with the 
question of sin-guilt out of the way. 

So I write my initials on our page, with 
its gift, eternal life, now mine: 























Scores of boys and girls and young peo- 
ple, and grown-ups, too, have signed this: 
with me these ten yéars past. 

You obey God also? Good! 


your initials down, too. 


Then put 


On a Monday in’a Daily Vacation Bible 
School one small girl came up and signed. 
We kept the board in front all the week. 

All the teachers in the school were on 
fire for decisions. But we used no pres- 
sure. Before the morning session was over 
one boy had slipped out of his class to go 
in and sign. That noon as we dismissed 
I saw a group there by the board. Some 
were signing. They seemed to be talking 
it over. Singly and by one’s and two’s 
they kept coming, and by the close of the 
school over fifty had initials there as tak- 
ing Christ and coming into eternal life. 


That’s right, sign the board and be num- 
bered with the hosts who have taken Christ 
and the gift of life. 

And from now on may your life be 
BrsL—E — BrstE— BistE and Pray — Pray 
— Pray and Grow — Grow — Grow; and, 
“He which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ,” 


BEAVERTON, ORE. 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 22. JAMES (A Great Christian Leader) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 15: 1-21; James 1: 1-17; printed text, James 1: 1-17 


Golden Text.—Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him.—Jas. 1: 12 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
or printing in the lesson helps is James 1 : 1-17 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Jas. 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing. 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that waver- 
eth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord. 

8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 

10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of 
the grass he shall pass away. : ; 

11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it 
withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace 
of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away 
in his ways. 3 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath prom- 
ised to them that love him. 

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Jas. 1: 1 *, James, a * servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes which are of the Dispersion, * greeting. 

2 Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold * temp- 
tations; 3 knowing that the proving of your faith worketh ° patience. 
4 And let * patience have its perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, lacking in nothing. 

5 But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth 
is like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed. For 
let not that man think *that he shall receive anything of the Lord; 
8 a doubleminded man, unstable in all his ways. 

9 But let the brother of’ low degree glory in his high estate: 10 
and the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the 
grass he shall pass away. 11 For the sun ariseth with the scorching 
wind, and withereth the grass; and the flower thereof falleth, and 


- the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man 


fade away in his goings. 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he 
hath been approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord promised to them that love him. 13 Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted *of God; for God *cannot be tempted 
with *°evil, and he himself tempteth no man: 14 but each man is 
1®tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed. 
15 Then the lust, when it hath conceived, beareth sin: and the sin, 
when it is fullgrown, bringeth forth death. 16 Be not deceived, my 
beloved brethren. 17 Every good “gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom can 
be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by turning. 





own lust, and enticed. 


15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 


when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 


17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variable- 


ness, neither shadow of turning. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

AMES, the brother of the Lord, was a 

strong pillar of the infant Church. Paul 

mentions him first in the distinguished 

trio of “James, Peter, and John” (Gal. 
2:9). “James the Just,” was the glorious 
title he won. Pillars were sorely needed 
in that day when men misunderstood grace 
to mean license, when Christian Jews found 
their old temptations still strong, and when 
they were enduring persecution and tribu- 
lation.. Like a refreshing, purifying sea 
breeze is the message of James to his 
brethren, a message coming from a right- 
eous life that was lived on those very 
principles he is pressing upon them. To- 
day as never before the Church needs this 
message of real victory in character and 
conduct, of the ethical standards of Christ 
embodied in the daily lives of those who 
have been saved by grace through faith. 
The Historical Setting 

The Jerusalem Council was held between 
Paul’s first and second missionary jour- 


neys, about A. D. 50. The letter of James 
may have been written as early as A. D. 45. 
Verse by Verse . 

James 1:1.—A servant. (Mark 3: 33-35; 
2 Pet. 1:1.) To the twelve tribes. Pri- 
marily to Christian Jews, but including the 
others who in this transition period are 
addressed as ‘those who believe in God 


1Or, Jacob. *Gr., bondservant. *Gr., wisheth joy. ‘Or, 
trials. ®*Or, stedfastness. *Or, that a doubleminde man, un- 
stable in all his ways, shall receive anything of the Lord. 


Gr., 


from. *Or, is untried in evil. ° Gr., evil things. * Or, tempted 


giving. 


x % % % 


and should receive the Messiah, One of 
the many verses that should guard Chris- 
tians against the strange and dangerous 
delusion of Anglo-Israelism; the ten tribes 
were nevex lost, but were well known to 
James and to Paul (Acts 26:7); from 
these twelve tribes the Jews of today are 
descended. Greeting. I wish you joy. A 
form of greeting used only here and in 
Acts 15: 23. 

Verse 2—Count it all joy ... divers 
temptations. Meanirz trials or tribulations, 
which the Christian Jews were meeting. 
See Applications. 

Verse 3.—Knowing this. There is a 
solid basis for the joy (cf. Rom. 5:3). 
The trying of your faith. The testing or 
proving, by the actual experience (cf. 1 
Pet. 1:6, 7; Rom. 5:4 where this word 
trying is “approvedness” or “experience”). 
Worketh patience. Steadfastness or per- 
severing endurance (cf. Luke 8:15). 


Verse 4.—Perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing. Patience is thus seen not as one 
small virtue, and unrelated, but as that 
which conditions all our character and 
growth (1 Thess. 5:23). 

Verse 5.—/f any ... lack wisdom, The 
“wisdom that is from above” (3:17) -is 
what makes the life complete and victori- 
ous. Wisdom is the right use of knowl- 
edge. See Personal Applications. Let him 
ask of God. All things that pertain ‘to life 
and godliness have been granted us, but 
they come through the knowledge of Christ 
and through prayer (2 Pet. 1:3). 


Verse 8—A double minded man its un- 


American Standard Version copyrig 


by his own lust, being drawn away by it, and enticed. ™ Or, 


ht, 1929," by International Council 
gious Education. 


stable. Literally “double-souled” (Jas. 4: 
8). Serving the Lord and the world, a 
half-hearted life, leading to half-hearted 
faith (Matt. 6: 24). 


Verse 9.—Let the brother of low degree 
rejoice. See Sentence Summaries. 


Verse 10—But the rich, in that he is 
made low, The Christian brother who is 
rich is not to rejoice in his riches, but to 
glory in his lowliness before the Lord, 
whether he loses the riches or keeps 
them. 


Verse 11.—So also shall the rich man 
fade away in his ways. The “rich man” 
in Scripture usually refers to those who 
are not saved, and who trust in riches. 
The consecrated man of means, on the 
other hand, does not trust in the uncer- 
tainty of riches (1 Tim. 6: 17-19). 


Verse 12—When he is tried. Tested 
and approved. Shall receive the crown of 
life. Eternal life, which is the crown. Not 
as a reward for enduring the trials, but 
by God’s grace (cf. Heb, 6: 12, 15). 


Verse 13.—When he is tempted. Temp- 
tation here refers to solicitation to evil, not 
to trials, although the trials do open the 
way for temptation and unbelief. God can- 
not be tempted with evil. Our Lord Jesus 
is God, but he is also man, and he was 
tempted in his human nature. 


Verse 14—Drawn away by his own lust, 
and enticed. Temptation is an appeal to 
the desires of the body to be. used con- 
trary to the will of God. The word “lust” 
is desire. Man in his fallen state is him- 
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self a source of evil, as well as Satan and 
his angels, 

Verse 15.—When lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin. When the temptation 
is yielded to there is sin (desire becoming 
evil lust), illustrated by the figure of con- 
ception and birth. 

Verse 17.—Every good gift and every 
perfect gift. There is the striking contrast 
between the sin and the good gift, between 
the completion of sin in death and the “per- 
fect giving.” Far from tempting to evil, 
God is the author only of good, and he is 
the only source of good (cf. 2 Pet. 1:3). 
Is from above. Like the new birth (John 
3:3, R. V., mar.), the Lord Jesus himself 
(John 3: 31), the true wisdom (Jas. 3: 17). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“We Unitarians believe in a righteous 
character, while my orthodox relatives be- 
lieve they are saved by faith, and it doesn’t 
seem to matter how they live.” This .was 
said by a cultured New England woman 
who had attained distinction as a maga- 
zine writer; as we talked together of the 
Christian faith, she was astonished: to dis- 
cover that not only did “orthodox” Chris- 
tians believe in righteous character, but 
that we had the only message that could 
make possible-a righteous character. James 
was the champion of salvation by grace 
apart from works of the law, and also the 
champion of righteous living by the power 
of God through faith. He was not only a 
pillar, but he helped to build those two 
pillars that supported the glorious arch of 
the Christian message in those transition 
days when the unbelieving Jews attacked 
the faith in both these ways. Men were 
saved by a living faith, a faith that led to 
the coming in of the life-giving Spirit of 
God, who made possible for the first time 
that miracle of glorying in trials and of 
getting victory over all temptations. This 
is the message of Paul, of Peter, of John, 
and of James. 


Lesson Outlines 
A Great Leaver AND His Work 
1. James in a wonderful home, and in 
unbelief. 
2. Converted and called to service. 
3. Champion of salvation by grace for 
sinners, 


4. Champion of good works for be- 
lievers. 
5. James’ qualities of leadership. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Life and.Character of James. James was 
one of four brothers of the Lord Jesus 
(Matt. 13:55, 56; Mark 6:3). That these 
and the sisters were all children of Mary 
admits of no reasonable doubt (Psa. 69: 
8). James and the others did not believe 
in the Lord Jesus in the days of his flesh 
(John 7:5), and joined the mother, or 
perhaps urged the mother, to interfere with 
his work (Mark 3:21, 31-35). It was 
probably the assurance of the risen Lord 
that won James (1 Cor 15:7); he and his 
brothers, together with Mary, were with 
the group at Pentecost (Acts 1:14). He 
ministered in Jerusalem (Gal. 1:19), and 
evidently became the head of the church 
there after Peter initiated the work (Acts 
12:17; 15: 13-21; 21:18), accounted with 
Peter and John as a pillar (Gal. 2:9). 
James was the outstanding leader in help- 
ing the believing Jews in the transition 
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Lesson Calegdar;) = 


The complete list of po ta es Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Tim 
Thirteenth Street, 
a copy, or dozen... ; 
12. September 22.—James A Great Chris- 
tian Leader). Acts 15: 1-21; James 1 : 1-17 
13. September 29.—John (The Minister 
and His People) 


Fourth Quarter 
1. October 6.—Isaiah Portrays the Suffer- 





ing Servant ..Isaiah 52:13 to 53 : 12; 
John 19 : 17-37 

2. October 13.—The Story of Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah 1:1-10; 6:10, 11; 8: 18; 


26 : 1-24; Chapters 36, 37, 38 

3. October 20.—The Message of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26 

4. October 27.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Inter- 

national Temperance Lesson). 

Daniel 5 : 1-31 

5. November 3.—Judah Taken Captive. 
2 Kings 24:1 to 25:21; Jeremiah 39 : 1-18 

6. November. 10.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal 


Responsibility ....Ezekiel 18 : 1-32; 33 : 1-20 








period, a man of staunch integrity, clear 
understanding, loyal to the Gospel of grace, 
supporting Paul and his work, vigorous and 
fearless, standing like a rock for practical 
holiness. 

The Epistle of James. Compare the let- 
ter with the Sermon on the. Mount, and 
notice the similar style of teaching, like 
the Old Testament proverbs in form. Note 
the vivid figures of speech, drawn from 
nature. Study the warnings against the 
sins that were peculiar to the Jews, also 
to the Gentiles! Above all, mark the glori- 
ous exposition of the relation between law 
and grace, faith and works. 

The Jerusalem Council. James stood firm 
with the others, in resisting the fatal step 
of having the Gentiles circumcised, which 
would mean they had to become Jews and 
keep the law, thus destroying grace. 

Other Special Topics. Suffering of 
Christians. The Rich and Poor. Faith 
and Works. Qualities of Leadership. 
Temptation. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Glory in tribulations. A godly minister, 
sorely pressed by multiplied trials, fell on 
his knees in despair to cry to God: “When 
am I going to get out of all these trials?” 
By a slip of the tongue (and by the direc- 
tion of the Spirit), he prayed: “What am 
I going to get out of all these trials?” 
Glorious joy and victory followed, for he 
was reminded of all God’s purpose in mak- 
ing trials produce precious fruit in the 
life (John 16:33; Rom. 5:3-5; 8:17, 18; 
2 Cor. 4: 16-18). 

Pray for wisdom, The wisdom that is 
from above is the basis for all living. Pray 
to be men and women of wisdom as Solo- 
mon did, as well as for wisdom in any par- 
ticular decision, 

Have faith in God. Faith is counting 
on the faithfulness of God, believing his 
sure word of promise, without doubting or 
wavering. 

Do not be a slave of poverty or of riches. 
These “twin deceivers,” some one has 
called them. Use either for God’s glory. 

Stand true to salvation by grace. We do 
nothing to get saved. Christ has done 
it all, and will complete it all. 


Prove a living faith by living works. 


_This is the. central message of James’ 
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Epistle. We do nothing to be saved. But 
because we are saved by his grace, we do 
all good things to please him (Col. 1: 10). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Tribulation is God’s molding chisel to 
mold us into the image of Christ, 

Faith without good works is dead faith; 
that is, it is not faith at all. Good works 
without faith are dead works; that is, they 
are not good at all in God’s sight. 

A poor Christian is very rich; a rich 
Christian is poor: for both are poor in 
spirit and rich in grace, and both count 
earthly wealth as nothing compared with 
their riches in Christ. 


James was not a talkative man; but each 
sentence of his counted. 


Works before faith are of the flesh and 
are dead; works springing from faith are 
of the Spirit, and are alive. 


James had a good heritage—a noble 
father and the most wonderful mother that 
ever lived, and a good training —in the 
law of God: both were made vital by faith 
in Christ. 


Many of the qualities of Joseph, the 
father of James — “Joseph the Just,” were 
reproduced in the life of his son, “James 
the Just.” 


God’s way of meeting trials is a miracie 
way, the opposite of the world’s way: get 
joy and glory from them. 


God’s way of meeting temptation to sin 
is a miracle way, the opposite of man’s way 
—by the supernatural power of the Spirit. 

Cotumara, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these quavtions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written b ee members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smi th. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 





HAT great promise comes into our les- 
son, which is of special comfort to Sun- 
day school teaches and parents? 
2. In what principal respect does the Epis- 
tle of James differ from those of Paul, Peter, 
yes John? 


Can you name several ways in which, 
or pre AR by which, true religion is tested 
in the Book of James ? 


4. What two kinds of “temptation” does 
James deal with in the first chapter of his Let- 
ter? How do they differ, and how are they 
alike ? 

5. What other notable men named James 
are mentioned in the New Testament? Why 
is it judged that the brother of our Lord wrote 
the Letter? 

6. Why do some think that James had a 
teaching different from Paul’s? What makes 
it clear that this was not so? 


7. Can you mention six or seven qualities 
of leadership that James had? 

8. What qualities do some leaders in the 
Christian Church today have which are quite 
different from those of James? 

9. What were some of the temptations and 
failures of the Jewish Christians that James 
treats in his Letter? Are these sins common 
also among Gentile Christians? 

10. What was the difference between James 
and Paul in their position and service in the 
Christian Church ? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 582 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
i d reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Iliustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on 
portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
list after the word “Print.” 
of the large number of illustrations 
mi on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 
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His Conviction.—For when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life (Golden 
Text). A young business man who had 
been severcly tested, and whose heart was 
again and again tempted to rebellion during 
the process of trial to which he was sub- 
mitted, came to a Christian worker. His 
motherless babes, two and five years old, 
clung one to either hand. Though still in 
his early thirties, his hair was snow white 
from the hours of anguish through which 
he had passed. An income of twenty thou- 
sand dollars a year was gone. His capital 
was swept away. His home was gone; his 
car for sale. Stripped of everything but 
the two loved children, the big, broad- 
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shouldered, young father, towering over six 
feet, in the strength of a capable manhood, 
looked steadfastly at the worker and said: 
“In looking back wpon my sufferings, I 
find that God makes no mistakes.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


A Changed Torrent.—Lei patience have 
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing (Jas. 1:4). 
In the Canton of Bern, in the Swiss Ober- 
land, a mountain stream rushes in a torrent 
toward the valley, as if it would carry de- 
struction to the villages below; but, leaping 
from the sheer precipice of nearly nine hun- 
dred feet, it is caught in the clutch of the 
winds, and sifted down in fine, soft spray 
whose benignant showering covers the fields 
with perpetual green. So sorrow comes, 
a dashing torrent, threatening to destroy 
us; but by the breath of God’s Spirit it is 
changed as it falls, and pours its soft, gentle 
showers upon our hearts, bedewing our 
withering graces, and leaving rich blessings 
upon our whole life—From God’s Revival- 
ist. Sent by Mac C. Wells, Mooers Forks, 


: at 


Passing Her Exa If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God (v. 
5). Some time ago, according to Motor 
News, a tiny little girl was having her 
knowledge of safety measures tested at the 
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safety booth of a large motor club. With- 
out any directions from the older persons’ 
looking on, she was filling out the blanks 
in her. scrawling baby hand when she came 
to the question: “Who must look out: for 
your safety on the street?” Without an 
instant’s hesitation she wrote: “God.” “If 
those around the booth chuckled,” says the 
account, “rest assured it was not irrever- 
ently. In the laugh the shadow of a tear 
was found, May the confidence of this 
little one never be confounded! She has 
more’ wisdom than we,” This spirit of 
simple faith is something that all of us 
need. Many of us who are older have 
sometimes forgotten that with all of our ° 
wisdom and our dependence upon self there 
is after all no real safety except as it is 
vouchsafed us by an all-wise Providence. 
—From The Christian Observer. Sent by 
Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


Prayer Is Practical.—But let him ask. in 
faith, nothing wavering (v. 6). The fol- 
lowing is taken from an incident recorded 
by Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, for years Editor 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. A friend : 
of his was away from home. The wife and 
children, with an invalid friend of the wife, 
were alone in the house. In the dedd: of 


v 
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night the wife was awakened by hearing 


the window bolt thrown back. She real- 
ized that a burglar or an intruder was 
forcing an entrance. What should she do? 
It was about the time that Professor Hux- 
ley had been lecturing and writing on the 
folly of expecting direct answers to prayer. 
She thought of this, but it was immediately 
followed with the thought, “God can help 
me now, and I will pray to him.” So the 


following prayer was ferveritly uttered: : 


“Lord, send a policeman to our rescue.” 
Pistol shots were heard in the yard. Run- 


ning to the window, she saw a man slipping : 


away in the darkness, and, a little later, ’ 


a policeman called for admission to. the 
house. On being admitted, he said he had 
passed the house and saw nothing out of 
the way, but, after passing, something told 
him to return and look again—From 
Arnold’s Commentary, 
Steinhart, Wilmington, Ill. 


Praying — But.—But let him ask in faith 
(v. 6). “Wes, we’re praying for a revival,” 
said a godly woman, “but we don’t expect 
it.’ And others are praying for it, but I 
don’t know of anyone who expects it.”— 
From King’s Business. Sent by Etta B. 
Steinhart, Wilmington, Ill. 


His Answer Was God’s Answer.—W ith 


whom is no variableness (v.17). A Hindu, ~ 


who had become a Christian, on his way 
to church one Sabbath, passed some Brit- 
ish soldiers who thought they would joke 
with him. “Hello, Sammy,” they called. 
“How’s Jesus this morning?” The Hindu 
stopped and looked .at them. “You Sahibs 
come from a great country that has known 
Jesus a long time. It is your country that 
has given us this Book to teach us of him,” 
and he held up his Bible. “You ask how 
Jesus is this morning. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.” Two 
of the soldiers could not sleep that night. 
The next day they went to the Hindu. 
They said, “We could not rest until we 
gave ourselves to Jesus. 


Sent by Etta B. - 
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‘Lesson for September 22 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for the way in which thy Word 
corrects our foolish notions. In this lesson, 
today, there is so muck for us to learn that we 
need to open our hearts, especially, so that we 
may receive these rich lessons. Help us, we 
pray thee, to see the great truths that the 
apostle James makes so plain and simply before 
us. May we not be cast down by our temptations, 
but be joyful in the midst of testings. May we 
learn the deep lessons of patience, and in our 
ignorance and helplessness may we not forget 
to ask wisdom of thee, who does not scold us 
but gives us freely the wisdom that we seek. 
Our Father, forgive our weak faith and help 
us to stand upon firm foundations and to look 
forward through our trials to the crown of life 
promised to them that love the Lord. In his 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There are some great 
words in the lesson that we have had to- 
day. Just think of them! Joy, faith, 
patience, wisdom, endureth, crown of life, 
and then that great passage about tempta- 
tion which shows us that we are tempted 
by our own desires and the terrible results 
of yielding to temptation. How beautiful 
is that seventeenth verse, “Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father <f lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” How good and gra- 
cious he is! Shall we bow our heads and 
ask him to impress upon us each of the 
great words in this lesson? And let us 
thank him for all his grace and mercy. 
Let us pray. 


THE Ckownep” LIFE 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Holding On.—Let patience have her per- 
fect work, that ye may be perfect (Jas. 
1:4). President Coolidge was noted for 
his wisdom and Yankee patience. Some 
called his patience, coldness. By common 
consent he was one of our best Presidents. 
He said many “wise cracks,” Here is one 
every fellow should take to heart. “You 
are never sorry for the things you don’t 
say.” David says pretty much the same 
thing in Psalm 39: 1. Then Solomon passes 
it on in Proverbs 21:23. The hero of our 
lesson today gives it to you in James 3: 2. 
Just learn these by heart and let them keep 
you out of trouble. 

Listen to this from Baer’s Almanac for 
1933: 

“Say, Mose, how come yo’ is so banged 
up?” 

“T wuz talkin’ when ah should been a 
list’njng.” 

When you have learned to “possess your 
soul in patience” you do not fly off the 
handle and say things. Things you would 
give anything not to have said. 

One of the sorriest pieces of human fur- 
niture you can have in the house is an 
impatient father, mother, bub, or sis — and, 
yes, a servant. It is a seat always full of 
needles, and the meals are verbal wars, so 
sour that the vinegar cruet is a superfluity. 

The patient man is usually the winner. 
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He is the fellow who knows the value of 
waiting. During the panic of 1892 railroads 
went broke. Stocks of fine railroads like 
the Reading, Lehigh Valley, Union Pacific, 
and others dropped to almost nothing. Fear 
bred panic and holders sold. Colonel 
Speakman, one of Coatesville’s prominent 
citizens, an old army officer, had learned 
patience, and he had some Northern Pacific 
stock. When it went down Colonel did 
not sell even though it was proclaimed 
worthless at 25 cents a share, and other 
citizens unloaded for what they could get. 
Colonel could later have sold this same 
stock for $800 a share, and. maybe he did. 

This same thing holds true in God’s en- 
terprises. When things are “down,” have 
patience and “hold on.” God’s work also 
has a way of jumping from “25 cents” to 


“$800. 


Water on Both Shoulders.—A double 
minded man is unstable (v. 8). And James 
had no use for such a man. Nor does any 
other man of affairs, especially when like 
James he is a .“leader.” Yet, alas, how 
many of these double minded, unstable men 
do we all know. “Trying to carry water 
upon both shoulders,” is the label we often 
put upon them. Which, by the way, must 
be a wise crack from the Orient where the 
women carry the water jars on their shoul- 
ders. A most “unstable” place. 

The double minded and unstable man, 
today, is on your side with emphasis. To- 
morrow he is on the other side with an 
apology. “Yes, indeed, you. bet you can 
count on me, I’m right with you.” That’s 
today. And tomorrow, “Well, you see, 
Ridgway, on second thought, oh, well, you 
know, etc.” And then you have to re- 
member what Coolidge, David, and Solo- 
mon said about the mouth! 

James was one of the leaders of the 
disciples. The practical business man ap- 
parently in close contact with the world 
of his day. This would seem to be so be- 
cause he does not have a high opinion of 
some of the prosperous fellow citizens. If 
we can judge from Chapter 5 there must 
have been men at the head of things in 
James’ day drawing surprising salaries and 
bonuses, or something equivalent, since his 
indignation seems to be greatly stirred. 

James stresses the paramount virtue of 
patience in verses 7 and 8 of that same fifth 
chapter, a virtue which is the secret of 
many a worldly success in this present day. 
When you read the history of successful 
leadership, you find the men who accom- 
plish great things have been men who were 
stable and single minded. “This one thing 
I do” sort of men. 

Does anyone know of a thriving institu- 
tion, professional, religious, or business, 
built up by shilly-shally men or women 
who are double. minded, and so variable 
that no one- knows whether they will find 
them in the same state of mind tomorrow 
that they are today? 

The business world, like the angel of 
the Laodiceans, has no use for the man who 
is neither cold nor hot (Rev. 3: 15, 16). 


Good English.—Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above (v. 17). 
Here you see Mr. Practical James out in 
his every day world. “Say, Father James, 
where are all these good things you talk 
about to come from?” “From Heaven 
above, my son,” replies the sensible Father 
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James. Food, raiment, and shelter, have 
you any other answer? 

This Book of James is a most delightful 
book to take up and read. It has a snappy, 
sententious style all of its own. The old 
King James translators have been true 
to the name of their patron, the King, and 
have made such a good job of it, there is 
no better model of clear, melodious English 
to be found anywhere. Nor more to the 
point. 

Take James’ little essay on “The 
Tongue” in Chapter 3. What more is there 
to say? And what writer could have said, 
what you read, better? If I were a school 
marm teaching boys and girls how to 
write good, clear, gripping English I would 
grind these verses on the tongue into them. 
I would have my class read the whole chap- 
ter every so often, not primarily for its 
religion, but for its style, although its re- 
ligion is all right, too. For the spiritual 
instruction of my class I would feed them 
on Saint John. For every day secular wis- 
dom I would feed them Practical James. 

John Ruskin was a great master of Eng- 
lish prose. His books are classics. .He 
tells in his autobiography “Praeterita” he 
got his facility with. words from the many 
passages of Scripture his mother had him 
learn by heart, Fourth chapter of James 
was one of them, plus the One Hundred 
and Nineteenth Psalm, and many more. 
When you read Ruskin you know what he 
is talking about just as you do when you 
read James and David. For example, it is 
James who calls the Golden Rule the Royal 
Law (2:8), and you can know James weil 
by the last two verses of his letter which 
is the conclusion of the whole matter (Jas. 
5: 19, 20). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Make a card to represent an ear, for 
each child to take home. . 











D® your mother ever call one of you 
girls, and tell you to come and wipe 
the dishes, and you said, “Yes, Mother”? 
But you went right on looking at your 
story book, and never moved out of your 
chair. Again she called you, and again 
you said, “Yes, Mother, in just a-minute.” 
But several minutes went by, and you didn’t 
go. 
And a boy is out playing ball with the 
fellows, and his mother calls him and says, 
“Time to come im and study.” And he 
answers, “Yes, Mother.” And he goes 
right on playing ball. 

Both of you heard your mother plainly, 
but you didn’t do what she told you. 

That’s exactly the kind of people James 
is takking about in his letter that we study 
today. They heard the preaching of the 
Gospel, they heard of the love of Jesus 
Christ, and they accepted him as: their 
Saviour, but they made no move to obey 
his commands. They were hearers of the 
Word, but not doers, 

Perhaps we are in the same class. Jesus 
tells us to love one another. How many 
of you do it? You love some people, but 
what about some girl or bey you don’t 
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like? Jesus tells us to be kind to others. 
Are we always kind? Then he tells us 
to go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, and we sit still 
at home, and don’t even tell the other chil- 
dren at school about our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I’m afraid we are just the same kind of 
people James had in mind. Oh, let’s not 
be like that. Can’t we say today, “Yes, 
Lord, we will obey,” and then DO IT? 

We have a funny card today to print our 
Memory Verse on, just the picture of an 
ear, And our verse is James 1: 22a, “Be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.” 
And, whenever you see this card, you are 
going to remember to hear God’s com- 
mands, and then DO THEM. 


Monpesto, CAL. 
4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Ten Tests. 

Discussion: How the ten tests of James 
apply today. 


Objective: Being a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ (2 Tim. 2:3, 4). 











AY, fellows, I lost a big bass this morn- 
ing. I’m up here at Gull Lake in 
Michigan at a Bible Conference, and was 
out at daylight on this beautiful sheet of 
water, casting for bass. It was on the sec- 
ond cast that the big boy struck. Oh, how 
he did lunge! Cleared the surface twelve 
inches on one jump. He and I both worked 
hard for several minutes; every time I got 
him to the edge of the boat he decided 
to go to sea again and I dared not try 
to stop him until he would be tired down. 
I wasn’t quite quick enough giving slack 
on the line, and—snap! he broke it off 
three inches from the plug. I could have 
cried; it nearly broke my heart. I was 
sorry for myself at losing such a prize, and 
I was sorry for the big boy going around 
indefinitely with that plug hanging to his 
lip. And it was all my fault. In my eager 
haste to begin fishing I failed to test that 
line at the plug. You know it gets weak 
right there first, where the continual strain 
of the first movement of the rod in casting 
wears it down. -It was plain to see what 
had happened when I reeled in the limp line. 
The character of the break told the story. 
I should have tested it in the beginning. 
James would have tested that line. I’m 
sure he would. James is so very practical. 
Here in the five short chapters of his -let- 
ter to the new Christians of the dispersion, 
he is holding out to them ten tests by 
which they may know whether they are 
true Christians or if they were deceiving 
themselves about. it. And you and I will 
do well to lay our own Christianity down 
along side those ten tests, for they apply 
just as truly today as they did 1900 years 
ago. Shall we take a brief look at them? 
The first test is by trial, or hardship 
(Chap. 1: 2-12), The young fellow who 
rowed the boat was telling me how he 
accepted the Lord as his Saviour just ten 
months ago. He was running a beer joint. 
Of course he gave that up at once. But he 
has been out of employment ever since. 
He thought the Lord would find him a 
clean job right away, but he was still 
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without work. He is being tested. If he 
stands the test, he will know. 

Second test—by temptation (Chap. 1: 
13-21). Those old sins come back and 
shake their fists in his face. They are say- 
ing to him, “You are too weak — you can’t 
stand on your new program.” If he keeps 
reading 1 Corinthians 10: 13, he will come 
through clean; and he will know he is a 
Christian. 

The third test — by the Word (Chap. 1: 
22-27). I£ he is faithful to the reading of 
God’s Word, and the doing of the things 
commanded, he will know. 

Fourth test—by respect of persons 
(Chap. 2: 1-9). He will not judge a man 
by the automobile he drives, nor the clothes 
he wears, nor by his popularity; but he 
will look on all men as souls for whom 
Christ died. He will know by the way he 
appraises people. 

Fifth test — by a wnole obedience (Chap. 
2: 10-13). He will not be satisfied with a 
program that. is. more good than bad — or 
even one that is doubtful. He wil never 
cease to strive for a perfect obedience. By 
that striving he will know. 

Sixth test—by good works (Chap. 2: 

14-26). He will know by his love for good 
works that he has faith, for. faith finds its 
fruitage in good works. 
- Severith test—by speech (Chap. 3: 1- 
18). He talks differently; he has. control 
over his tongue. He dare not say the things 
he said in the old life. His tongue is clean. 
By this he knows. 

Eighth test —by the world (Chap. 4 to 
5:6). He is still in the world, but not of it. 
His is a separated life. By that he knows. 

Ninth test — by the coming of the Lord 
(Chap. 5: 7-12). He looks for the coming 
of the Lord with joy and not with fear. 
He would be glad to see him now. By 
that he knows, 

Tenth test — by prayer (Chap. 5: 13-20). 
The final test. If all others were not quite 
clear; by his faithfulness to prayer — his 
communions with his Lord, he would know. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


ge 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for September 22) 
1. James 1: 5. 


2. More than any of the other New Testa- 
ment writers, James deals with the external 
life, emphasizing the necessity of good works, 
character, and conduct. 

3. The tenfold test of true religion: by 
trial, by temptation, by the Word, by respect 
of persons, by perfect obedience, by good 
works, by speech, by the world, by the coming 
of the Lord, and by prayer. 

4. The word “temptation” is first used in 
the sense of testing or trial. Then it is used 
in the sense of solicitation to evil. God tests 
men, but never tempts them to evil. We are 
to rejoice in the trials, but avoid the tempta- 
tions to evil. Yet the trials may also be a 
temptation to unbelief and worry. 

5. James, the brother of John, an apostle, 
was martyred by Herod in A. D. 44 (Acts 
12:2). James the son of Alphzus, another 
apostle, was called James the Less (Matt. 27: 
56; Mark 15:40). All the characteristics of 
the Letter confirm the tradition that it was 
written by the James who headed the Jeru- 
salem church and spoke at the Council of 
rege who was clearly the brother of the 

ord (Gal. 1:19; 2:9; Acts 21: 18). 

6. James wrote that a man was justified 
by works and not by faith standing alone 
(which is not faith), and some interpret this 
to be different from Paul’s teaching of jus- 
tification apart from works. But it is the 
same teaching. James stood with Paul at 
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the Jerusalem Council for salvation by grace 
through faith, and taught this in his Epistle. 
Paul taught; as. well: as James;:that true faith 
proves itself by good works. 

7. Faith, integrity of character, sound in 
doctrine, clear in teaching on practical living, 
courage in speaking against evil, practical 
wisdom in directing affairs, love for men. 

8. Love of money, love of prominence and 
position, Modernistic denials of the faith, 
softness and ease of life, compromise with 
worldliness, compromise with false doctrine, a 
form of godliness without power, lack of bold- 
ness and courage in attacking evil. 

9. Fainting under trials, making distinc- 
tions between rich and poor, claiming to have 
faith and not having good works, pride of 
intellect and teaching, failure in use of the 
tongue, criticism of one another, love of the 
world, false swearing. Yes, Gentile Christians 
have all these sins. 

10. Paul was an apostle; James was not. 
Paul was sent to the Gentiles, and was pri- 
marily a missionary apostle. james was. sent 
to the Jews, to help them in the transition -to 
the new age of grace, and he was ‘the settled 
pastor or leader of the church in Jerusalem. 


I see a man cannot be a faithful minister, 
until he preaches Christ for Christ’s sake 
— until he gives up striving to attract peo- 
ple to himself, and seeks only to attract 
them to Christ—Robert Murray McCheyne. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson} 
By Wade C. Smith: — ff 
Author of "’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for September 22 





& Children at Home | 
Gopal Finds the Thieves 


Founded on fact 
. By Amelia O. Stott 


OPAL SINGH looked up from his 
games on the river bank and saw that 
the sun had set. The twinkling lights of 
the ferryboats were dancing up and down 





. on the waters. He waved good-by to his 


companions, wriggled his toes in the shal- 
low water to clean off some of the mud, 
and ran off toward the town. 

Supper would be over by now, and he 
had really meant to be on time, for it 
didn’t help his family to believe in the 
“Jesus doctrine” if he kept on being late 
for the evening meal. His mother had 
warned him only that evening and said 
that he must stop going to the mission 
Sunday school, if he were not back early. 

As Gopal ran along it seemed as if he 
and the night were having a race together. 
There had been a faint, pink glow in the 
west when he stopped his game, but now 
tiny oil lamps were flickering in the bazaar 
streets. As he ran he happened to cut his 
toe against a sharp stone. In a dark arch- 
way hidden from all passers-by he looked 
at his foot, and then he heard voices as 
two men walked past, so near that Gopal 
heard his father’s name mentioned. 

“Yes, I know the money is there in the 
house. Did not I see Matthma Ram at 
the goldsmith’s shop changing all his fam- 
ily jewels into money?” 

Then the men turned a corner and Gopal 
heard no more. Still wondering what it 
meant, he reached his own courtyard to 
find the door shut. He thumped hard on 
the outside panels, for he could hear his 
mother scouring the brass supper trays, and 
his sister Loti in the kitchen. After a time 
the door was opened and his mother looked 
very vexed at her small, mud-stained son. 

“Go wash,” she said sternly, “the supper 
is all eaten and cleared away.” Gopal 
hurried over to where a big pot of water 
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stood at one side of the house, and when 
he was clean he called out in Indian fashion, 
“Bring food!” His eldest sister brought 
him some chapaiti (flour and water pan- 
cakes) and a heaped dish of rich. 

“It is a pity you are so often late,” said 
Loti; then she whispered, “Great news, 
Brother, our father. starts off on a long 
journey to Madras tomorrow. I heard 
him tell our mother he is going to buy a 
shop there, and if all goes well we shall 
soon leave this poor little mud-walled place 
for a fine stone house in the city.” 

“Oh! Loti, when shall we go there? 
Won't it take a lot of rupees for us to 
travel all that way?” 

“Yes,” said his sister, “almost as many 
rupees as there are rice grains in your 
bowl. But our father can get nothing to 
do here, and some relative in Madras told 
him of this good bargain, so he must go 
quickly to secure it.” Then, with a swift 
glance around, she whispered, “When our 
father locked the inner room door this 
morning I peeped through the little hole in 
the wali, and I saw him scoop up the mud 
floor and take out the treasure box that 
guards our jewels. He put them all into 
a leather bag and went out. Oh, dear, 
what will happen when I become a bride, 
—not a gold anklet, not even a nose-ring? 
No one will want a beggar-girl like me,” 
and Loti sighed. 

“Don’t worry, Loti, by the time your 
wedding day arrives our father will have 
made piles of rupees in Madras.” Just then 
their mother called, “Time to sleep!” and 
soon the house was still, for every one was 
tired out after a hot, sultry day. 

Gopal slept in a little room with Loti 
which was near the courtyard door and 
opened on to the street. As a rule: noth- 
ing ever awakened him. till their mother 
loudly announced the coming of the day 
and flung cold water on his face. Tonight, 
however, Gopal fell. asleep only to wake 
and find the moonlight streaming through 
the small square hole which served as a 
window. Through it he could see the court- 
yard and everything as plainly as if it 
were daylight. He lay half awake, half 
dreaming of the wonderful new life in the 
city to which they might all be going so 
soon. Then in a flash he found himself 
wide awake listening, for he heard a strange 
scraping, cutting noise not far from the 
window. Getting up from his charpoy 
(“string bed”) without disturbing his sis- 
ter he crept over to.the window. Then 
came the sound of soft whispers, “Who 
sleeps there? Look quick, and:see!” He 
flattened himself low against the wall as a 
head filled the window space. Happily 
Loti was snoring loudly. Then the man 
vanished, and Gopal shivered with fear. 

He knew the voice belonged to one of 
the men he had seen in the dark archway, 
and now they had come to steal his father’s 
money. They were dacoits (armed rob- 
bers), and would possibly kill or wound him 
if he gave the alarm: Now they had begun 
to cut through the wall into his father’s 
room. Gopal opened the door softly and 
peered out, his heart beating wildly. “O 
Jesus, give me_ strength-of-heart,” he 
prayed. “My father says Christians are 
weak-of-spirit. Help me to show him you 
can make me brave.” 

There was no time to lose, for the 
dacoits were already entering the room. 
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to join the colorful cabana 
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in the game rooms, attend the 
concerts and varied entertain- 
ments which enliven the even- 
ings here. It suggests you take 
life easy, lolling on our Ocean 
Decks, or hiding away with a 
book in one of the pleasant 
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bids you prolong your stay 
amid such friendly surround- 
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Actoss the courtyard were rooms occupied 
by some relativés, but, how could Gopal 
get over without being seen, as one thief 
was standing by his father’s window? Wait- 
ing till the man turned slightly, Gopal 
dashed over, flinging himself against the 
opposite door as he called out, “Dacoits! 
Dacoits!” . A big !ame crow, a family pet, 
in a tree above added to his frantic cries. 
Oh! would they never open the door? 
thought Gopal as he saw the thieves tum- 
bling out and making toward him. Just 
as they reached him, the house door was 
swung open and his uncle and cousins came 
rushing out. The dacoits just managed 
to get away, without stealing anything. 

“Truly, my son, you have saved your 
father tonight. The money means almost 
our last hope, for had it been stolen I could 
never have got enough together to buy the 
shop in Madras. You showed a brave 
spirit, and I am proud of my son,” said his 
father, and Gopal looked very happy. 

“I, too, rejoice, my father, but it. was 
God who helped me to throw off my fears, 
for my heart trembled: like a leaf.”' 

“Yet thou didst not obey them, my son; 
truly, the ‘Jesus religion’ must: be better 
than I thought, if it can make even. a small, 
weak boy act like a lion. I shall read your 
book on my long journey which, but for 
you, my son, I should not have been able 
to take.” 

Gopal joyfully lent his New Testament, 
and while he prayed at home his father 
carefully read it on his way. Soon after 
Gopal’s father was baptized and became 
a faithful Christian, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 29. The Power of United Action. Neh. 4: 
1-6. (Rally Day.) 





Sunday, September 22 


What Missionary Work Can Our Soci- 
ety Undertake? (Rom. 15: 1-7) 





Mon.—Winning our friends (John 1 : 41-50). 
Tues.—Witnessing for Christ (Acts 6 : 42). 
Wed.—Open-air meetings (Acts 16: 13). 
Thurs.—Definite gifts (1 Cor. 16: 1-3). 
Fri.—Prayer (Matt. 9 : 36-38). 
Sat.—Sending missionaries (Acts 13 : 1-3). 








AN we sit unmoved in our comfortable 

“young people’s societies, when millious 
are perishing without Christ all over this 
world of ours?’ Surely we will want to find 
out what missionary work our society can 
do, and what each of us personally can 
do to spread the Good News to those who 
have not yet heard, or who have not yet 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul puts the issue clearly, when he 
says in Romans 10:14, 15, “How then 
shall they call on him’ in whom they have 
not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher ? 
and how shall they preach, except they be 
sent?” 

Is not our first responsibility, then, to 
find out whether or not God would. have 
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coming school year! 
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us go to carry the Good News? True, 
he would have each one of us be an am- 
bassader and ‘witness: for: him - wherever 
we are, And right heré~in the homie- 
land, in our community, school, or at ,;work, 
we ‘may tell others about the Lord Jesus. 
But,: just as in the days that the Lord 
Jesus walked upon this earth, the fields 
are white unto harvest and the laborers 
are few. We have no right to stay com- 
fortably at home, if God is speaking to us 
about going out to those who have never 
had the opportunity to hear the Gospel. 


4 

But even if it is impossible at the moment 
for us to go, we may still have a very 
real part in sending others who can go. 
The Lord Jesus, you will remember, urged 
his disciples, “Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 9: 38). 
How often do you pray that God will raise 
up and send out new missionaries, and how 
often do you hold up in prayer the names 
of those who are already upon the field? 

One reason, perhaps, why many of ws 
are not as useful in this. way as we might, 
be is that we really do not know the need 
or sense the emergency. We may, there- 
fore, do a-very real piece of missionary 
work by securing information about the 
conditions in missionary fields, and by find- 
ing out just what the needs are. _ Your 
own missionary board will be glad to put 
you in touch with missionaries to whom 
you may write and for whom you may 
pray. They wili be glad to give informa- 
tion about missionary needs, if you will 
only ask for it. Approach your pastor 
about this, and ask his help. 

Then there are many independent mis- 
sionary enterprises, such as the China In- 
land Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia; the Africa Inland 
Mission, 373 Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York; The Belgian Gospel Mission, 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia; 
The Inland South America Missionary 
Union, Inc., 113 Fulton Street, New York 
City, and the like, who will be glad to put 
your. name upon their mailing list for 
missionary letters and other information 
from the field. 

v4 

And once being conscious of the need, 
we shall want not only to pray but to give 
as God enables us, to help support those 
who are going out, or who are already 
upon the field. Many of the boards have 
prepared young missionaries right now, 
waiting and eager to go, but for whom 
no provision has been made. If the full 
support of a white missionary cannot be 
wndertaken it may be possible for your 
society to support a native Bible woman, or 
to undertake the training of a child in some 
mission school. Here again: your pastor 
and denominational board can help you. 

But, while we are thus reaching out to 
the far places, or perhaps waiting for God 
to open the way for us to go, let us not 
forget that he can use us right at home. 
What about that chum, or perhaps the one 
whe rides with you each day in the trolley 
or train, or the one who works beside you 
in the office? Is it possible that some of 
these are wondering why you have waited 
so long to tell them about the One who 
means ‘so much in your life? 


JSF 
PHILADELPHIA, 


emo 
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The Sixth Annual 
Bible Mastery Campaign 


pt don coriviction deepened by experi- 
ence, and with widening interest, the 
Bible Mastery Campaign promoted by the 
Presbytery of Seattle enters upon its sixth 
year. The month for the Campaign is 
October, and the book chosen is the Epis- 
tle to the Philippians. “The Committal” 
is to read Philippians through (time needed 
ten to fifteen minutes) daily during Octo- 
ber. 

The Campaign is promoted this year in 
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connection with the 4ooth anniversary of 
the first printing of the New Testament in 
English, which falls on October 4. What 
celebration could be more appropriate and 
vital than the securing of the reading and 
teaching of the Book itself? 

The Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of the South will promote the 
Campaign officially, as will also the Pres- 
bytery of Bloomington in Illinois. Attempts 
are also being made to promote it in the 
Hawaiian Islands. Other denominations 
and bodies are invited to join in. 

A special attempt is being made this year 
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to promote a~Coast-Wide Campaign in the 
Pacific states and provinces from San 


Diego, Cal., to Point Barrow, Alaska. It °‘ 


has been adopted in the Presbyterian 
Synods of Oregan and Washington and it 
is expected that the California Synod also 
will adopt it. Most of the presbyteries in 
California are reported to have adopted it. 
Assurance is given of its promotion to and 
above the Arctic Circle. 

In many churches Philippians will be fol- 
lowed through consecutively by expositions. 
“Penny Portions” containing Philippians 
will be provided for vest-pocket use, and 
the Scripture lesson in church services will 
be read from them responsively. It has 
been found to increase interest when mem- 
bers of local churches persuade friends in 


‘distant places, even in lands abroad, to read 


the Epistle regularly during the month. 
This plan of repeated Bible reading, with 
the pastor giving continuous expositions to 
a-people already interested, has been found 
to increase audiences and to produce sta- 


* bility and ‘permanence in the work of the 


church. 

A two-page leaflet has been printed with 
“The Committal.” This may be secured 
and questions answered if a stamped, ad- 
dressed envelope is sent to the Chairman, 
the Rev. C, J. Boppell, 2666 Thirty-seventh 
Avenue S. W., Seattle, Wash. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 


or addresses or identity will be published 

in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 

tions are too personal for an answer in 

these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 

to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I do not know whether 
you answer in your column letters from those 
who are not girls, but did not know to whom 
else to address this letter. Sometimes my faith 
gets very low and I wonder whether I am saved 
or not. Have been a professed follower of God 
many years. Have been engaged in his work 
and enjoyed going without needed things for 
that work, but did not study my Bible as much 
as I ought, though I know quite a good many 
passages of Scripture. I have never refused 
to acknowledge I was a Christian, but I have 
not honored God in my daily life, as I ought; 
fretted about my work and many other things. 
Haven’t been patient with others’ faults, and I 
feel this I have done deliberately, and haven’t 
had the influence for good I should have had; 
and now in a different place and different cir- 
cumstances, I see little I can do for God, and 
get very depressed. Then I feel as if I cannot 
be saved, because I don’t want to meet death, 
and even when I do depart this life I want to 
meet loved ones who have gone before, and if 
I were right I should want to meet my Saviour 
first of all. I do not feel I have power in 
prayer; only can pray short sentences and my 
mind wanders during prayer. 

I know one. cannot be saved by good works 
and I feel that it is by grace we are saved. 
Yet I wish that I had a more abiding peace in 
my daily life—A SUBSCRIBER AND READER 
OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


EAR READER: Yes, I answer all 
needy folks, when they call upon me, 

and I am glad you wrote me, for I have 
good news for you. I feel sure when you 
get to thinking about the work God has 
done for you and your happiness, joy will 
come into your heart, and that is what you 
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need to send the Adversary away from you. 
This is a-temptation which we will dissect, 
and see how foolish it is for you to allow 
Satan so much influence over your mind. 
First of all, take all these misgivings, and 
add to them all the blunders and failures 
of your whole life, deliberate and other- 
wise, and commit them all to the Lord. 
And when you have given them to him, 
never take them back; leave them with 
him, and trust him to cleanse you from all 
sin. According to 1 John 2:1, 2, you will 
appeal to the Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous, and accept him 
as the propitiation for your sins, and all 
will be peace through believing. What a 
blessed thing it is that we do not come to 
him with any good works, or anything that 
will declare us worthy, but only with the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Nothing you can 
ever do will be of any avail for your salva- 
tion, and for this we praise his Holy 


Name! Everything has been DONE for 


us, and all we do is to accept him and his 
finished work for us. Can you feel joy 
creeping into your heart, when you con- 
template this? Surely you do; then re- 
joice in your Saviour, and enjoy your 
fredom from all that is sinful. 

Now you know you are saved, don’t you, 
because he has said it and has worked out 
your salvation for you. And you are not 
going to think over all those mistakes and 
sins again, are you? That is what Satan 
would like to have you do, but let 
him know you will rejoice in the Lord! 

Now as to this thought of dying and not 
wanting to see Jesus Christ first of all. 
If you will meditate on his sufferings and 
the way he walked this earth, and remem- 
ber that which he gave up to save you, 
it will not be long before you will realize 
that he is the Head of the body of which 
you are a member; and when you consider 
the relationship you bear to Heaven and 
to God your Father, you will begin to 
have a strong desire to see the one who 
loved you so dearly that he gave his life 
for you. Satan is cheating you out of so 
much that is full of. joy in the present and 
in all that long future. But I should spend 
more time thinking of Christ’s love, and 
I know a great longing ‘will well up in 
your heart and there will be times when 
you will feel you can hardly wait until 
your time comes to see him. Then remem- 
ber, he is coming back again, and you may 
never die at all, but go to meet him in the 
air, and what a giorious hope that is! I 
wish you would read 1 Thessalonians 4: 
13-18. 

That you have not been studying your 
Bible is one reason why these doubts have 
gotten such a hold on you. Begin now, 
and try reading whole books at one sitting. 
Then send for a little leaflet called “How 
Can I Be Saved?” by Dr. C. G. Trumbull 

(F. F. Richards, Waterford, Conn., 10 
cents a dozen). I am sure when you read 
the blessed truths it contains, your doubts 
will flee. This tract will do good wherever 
you give it. 

May you realize God’s loving care for 
you, as you trust him for the day and all 
that is to come! And should the day come 
when you are ready to be taken Home to 
Heaven, remember, then will be the time 
when you will have the grace for dying. 
That does not come to us in life, but will 
be given when we need it. God never fails! 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 16 to 22 

Mon.—Acts 21: 15-19. A Great Leader. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: James was the 
recognized spiritual leader in the Church 
at Jerusalem. He was honored of God, 
and approved of men. To him and his 
associates, Paul delivered his report on his 
ministry to the Gentiles. A Spirit-filled 
leadership is God’s best gift to his Church. 
A leadership subject to the headship of 
Christ is the Church’s paramount, present 
necessity (see Heb. 13:17). Pray for the 
ministry of “Mother Ruth” through Tue 
Sunpay ScuHoo.t Times, ass 
Tues.—Galatians 2: 6-10. A Wise Leader. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: James. was wise 
with the wisdom of God. How much he 
lived in the Word appears from the fol- 
lowing reference (Acts 15: 13-18). Live 
in the Scriptures, and bask in the sunshirie 
of God’s love, and you will be a wise and 


Object Stories 
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Original — Sparkling I 
10 cents each—3 for a quarter—7 for. 50 cents. 
Send coin; we take the risk. 
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Attend A Standard 
Bible College 


PERSONAL GUIDANCE in classes that are not 

overcrowded. Free tuition. Interdenominational, fun- 

damental, co-educational and spiritual. TWELVE 

QUALIFIED TEACHERS. 

COLLEGE COURSE, degree of B.A. in Biblical Edu- 
cation conferred by American Theological Seminary. 


COURSES IN RIBLe AND THEOLOGY, diploma of 
ey 


Graduate in Theology. 


CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COURSE, diploma of 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association. 


SEMINARY EVENING SCHOOL at Phila., Pa., and 
Wilmington, Del. (one, three, and four year courses 
degree credit). 


Write for Catalog and Application. 
WILMINGTON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
815 ADAMS STREET WILMINGTON, DEL. 











SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 
Following the Improved 
Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


NOTICE—The “Bible Bee 9 med 
rly gpa age oa 
ter in parts 

ill a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with ioe, 

Sample lesson on application. 
































Revive Attendance!—Increase Offerings! 


“ These Cards Win Children 
Heart and Soul for the 
Sunday School!” 


UNDAY SCHOOLS THAT GROW 
AND ave are alive always to the 
oO a 





Age 





Junior Classes, 


~ Noah's Ark. 


HOW THEY WORK: Each member of the 
class is provided with a card. Each Sunday 
he is present and on time he is awarded a 
small Senet seal << rabbit, ge chicken, 
pony, airplane— or whatever seal is appropri- | 
for the card being used <a 


-ate 











imtendents and teachers alike testify. that 
i Cokesbury Cards and Seals cannot be 
equaled for use among Beginner, Primary, and 


Sticks the seals to his card (often in amusing 

positions); and at the end of the period the | 

} mumber of seals- on the cards indicates the 

3] -Sundays-present and on time. The card is 
then given to the pupil as a souvenir, 


THE DESIGNS AND SEALS 





building. Super- 





Rebekch atthe Well. No. $2 
_ A New Design 


. The youngster 








Airplane Airplane 
3%. Santa Claus Reindeer 
32. Rebekah Camels 
33- Elijah Ravens 
34- Shetland Pony Ponies 
35- The Good Shepherd Sheep 
3- Corn and Pumpkins Pumpkins 
4- -Little Red Hen Baby Chicks 
z Mother Duck Ducklings 
» Thanksgiving 
Turkey Turkeys 
Z Christmas Tree Candles 
pas, Woman in the ots 
oe irl 
9. Mother Cat Kittens sed 
22. Rabbit Bunny Rabbits 
23. Collie Collie Puppies 
25. Bluebird Bluebirds 
a1. Blossoms Butter! 
Elijah. No. 83 22. Christ Blessing ; 
ai: othe Eh piney 
sais e 26. oah’s Ar ni assorted 
Cards —24c a dozen; 23. Little Bo-Peep Seep. Cokesbury Press 
apnea ae =e Nashville Tenn. 
je ScP 29. Squirrel Squirrels eee 
—_—, : wchage( 100) %& Boy and Girl Seals are packed separately,* | Order from Your Own 
ackages, 100 to the package. Religious Supply House 
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much wanted leader. The word of wisdom 
received makes a man of wisdom indeed, 
Pray for the “Say, Fellows” ‘ministry of 
Wade C. Smith. 
Wed.—Acts 15 : 12-21. A Safe Counselor. 
Prayer SuccesTIons: James was a safe 
counselor because he was richly taught in 
the Word of God. The entrance of God’s 
Word gives light and understanding far 
beyond what the world-wise philosopher 
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process we call reasoning. Pray for 
Amelia O... Stott’ (of the “Children at 
Home” column). 
Thurs.—James 1:1-11. A Man of Faith. 
Prayer Succestions: The life. of a man 
of. faith is proved, and- improved by trial. 
By it his patience is ‘made perfect, depend- 
ence upon God is kepc fully alive, and the 
victor’s crown is secured. The man of 


‘faith makes the difficulties of life stepping 





can acquire. God-taught, Spirit-directed 
men are the world’s greatest helpers, and 
the Church’s most solid supports. It. is 
far safer to trust Christ, our Wisdom, than 
to rely upon the subtle, tedious, fallible 


stones to a sweeter communion with God 
and to a richer service of faith, “The suf- 
ferings of the saints are the sum of Chris- 
tian philosophy” (jeremy Taylor). They 
wean us from earth, and intensify longings 








HERE IS A PROVEN ATTENDANCE SYSTEM THAT 


Doubles Attendance— Doubles Offerings! 


T?2 THOSE who have been alert to the best methods of Church and Sunday 
School work Little’s Cross and Crown System needs no introduction. For 
many years it has been in successful operation in thousands of Sunday Schovls 
where at the start it brought big increases in attendance and in offerings—and 


then holds those gains. In all these years no other system has been devised that 
has been so Sea ge 


Be Sure it is Wittle’s ‘= System 


Like all successful plans and devices, this long estab- 
lished system is being copied. Do not tamper with the 
effectiveness of such a proven plan with its pins, wreaths 
and bars of established quality for an unknown system. 


BRING PRAISE — PAY FOR THEMSELVES 
‘« The Cross and Crown System incregsed our school more 
than 50% 5 She offerings nearly 300%. —Jacob Miller, Ar- 


canum, Ohio. 

“More than pleased, increase in attendance over 100%, in 
collections even greater, Delighted.” —John E. Barnard, 
Cartersville, Georgia. 

“ Have used Cross ae Crown System three Sern attend- 
ance sure togrow and pay for the pins.”’—F. G. McCul- 
lough, Conesvilie, Iowa. 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED PLAN AND PRICES. 
CHRISTIAN FINANCE ASSOCIATION, 102 Maiden Lane, New York, N.Y. 





UTTLe 
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This Trade Mark 
is on all genuine 
Little 


and 
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@ Maybe it merely supplements irregular 
earnings ... Maybe it’s just the difference be- 
tween peace of mind and frequent worry... 
Maybe it’s all there is to protect old age... 


There are many situations in life which an Annuity 
Agreement of the American Bible Society can take 
care of successfully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, for a 
relative or a friend. And when once it is arranged 
there is no further bother. No coupons to clip—no 
papers to keep track of .. . Just accept the check 
which arrives at regular intervals. Such checks have 
been bringing comfort and peace of mind to thou- 
sands, And for over 80 years, those checks have 
never failed, regardless of business conditions, 





Then too, there is a great personal satisfaction to 
every one who secures such an Annuity Agreement. 
For they help to extend the all-important, world- 
wide Bible ministry of the American Bible Society. 


Let us send you 
a booklet enti- 
tled “*A Gift 
That Lives.’’ It 
tells you about 
the plan and how it works out. MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 
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, American Bible Society, 
! Bible House, Astor Place, New York 




















t Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-115 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 4 
1 Name D ination i 
1 Address \ 
| City State 1 





(Lesson for Sept. 22) Sept. 7, 1935 


for Heaven our Home. Pray for Ethel S. 
Low, who writes “For Primary Teachers.” 
Fri.—James 1: 12-18. God’s Good Gifts. ; 

Prayer Succestions: Tribulation is a 
blessing in disguise. The “crown. of life” 
comes after. trials, faithfully endured. Trials 
turn to blessings when received as God’s ap, 
pointments. They taste bitter, but they are 
potent, healthful medicines. “The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” (John 18:11.) . Trials are 
good and perfect gifts. “Tribulation worketh 

.. glory.” Pray for Philip E, Howard’s 
“From the Platform” ministry. 


Sat.—James 3: 13-18. Wisdom from Above. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: True wisdom has 
its marks. It will show its heavenliness. 
It will not be contentious. It will be Christ- 
like, pure, peaceable, gentle, tractable, 
merciful, impartial, constructive, and with- 
out hypocrisy. Earthly wisdom shows the 
characteristic results of unrighteousness and 
discord. Wisdom from above abounds in 
the fruits of righteousness. Pray for Wil- 
liam H. Ridgway. 
Sun.—Matthew 4:1-11. Ministering Angels. 
Prayer SucceEstions: “He shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee.” These 
invisible servants of God bring us super- 
natural comfort and cheer, how much we 
shall never know in this world. These 
glorious spiritual ministers to the heirs of 
salvation guard and cheer each child of 
God (Heb. 1:14). The ministration of 
angels is often obtained by prayer (Acts 
12:5, 7). They guard the children of God 
(Matt. 18:10); are happy over repentant 
sinners (Luke 15:7, 10), and are to us 
examples of meekness (2 Pet. 2:11; Jude 
9). They will attend Christ’s second com- 
ing (2 Thess..1:7). Pray for Robert C, 
McQuilkin. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 
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at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


75. cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
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52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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eu 
2 








